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A NEW SPECIES OF APHODIUS I. OF THE SUBGENUS 
PARAMMOECIUS SEIDL. FROM NORTH EASTERN ANATOLIA; 


A. (P) INTERFINIUS N.SP. SMITHSON 
(COLEOPTERA, SCARABAEOIDEA: APHODIIDAE) / NV 
FEB 14 uu 


IO RARE 
TYPE MATERIAL. Holotype O': “Turchia, Artvin/Kags,..Cam Geçidi” (= 

Turkey, Cam Pass, between the provinces of Artvin and Kars), m 2800, 26.VI.- 

1. VII.1997, leg. Mauro Malmusi (deposited in the Museo Civico di Storia 

Naturale “Giacomo Doria”, Genoa). 


Aphodius (Parammoecius) interfinius n.sp. (figs. 1-4) | 


ETYMOLOGY. From the Latin “inter”, between, and “fines”, borders, with 
reference to the type locality, a mountain Pass between two north-eastern 
Turkish provinces. 


DESCRIPTION. Male: lenght 6 mm. Strongly convex, stout, shiny. Legs, 
antennae and joints of maxillary palpi reddish. Dorsal surface dark brown- 
reddish, with lighter margins; juxtasutural interstria of elytra reddish. 

Head large, with epistoma gibbous and regularly punctured; clypeus 
distinctly sinuate at middle, rounded at sides, very thinly bordered; genae 
auriculate, strongly more protruding than eyes, with few long bristles; frontal 
tubercles barely perceptible. 

Pronotum significantly transverse, strongly convex, clearly wider than 
elytral base, with double, irregular, coarse, not very dense punctation; front and 
hind angles largely rounded; base distinctly bordered. 

Scutellum triangular, about as long as wide, punctured on basal half. 

Elytra convex, strongly denticulate at shoulder; striae not deeply impressed, 
very shallowly punctured; interstriae fleebly convex on disk, apically flat, 
bright, with fine and irregular punctation. 


Author’s address: Stefano Ziani, Via S. Giovanni, 41/a - 47014 Meldola - Forli (Italy). 
E-mail: stefanoziani@libero.it 
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Fig. 1 - Aphodius (Parammoecius) interfinius n.sp., holotypus $: habitus. 
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Inferior apical spur of middle tibiae blunt, about half as long as superior 
one; hind tibiae apically fimbriate with spinules alternatively unequal; first 
segment of hind tarsi of the same lenght of superior apical spur of tibiae, as 
long as following three combined. 

Female unknown. 


DISTRIBUTION. At present the species is known from type locality only. 


DISCUSSION. The features of ephipharynx (fig. 2) and aedeagus (figs. 3-4) 
as well as other morphological patterns place this species into the subgenus 
Parammoecius Seidlitz, 1891. For its pronotum, clearly wider than elytral 
base, this Aphodius taxon can be confused with no one else belonging to 
the subgenus. Anyway, compared with the other species of Parammoecius, 
A. interfinius n.sp. has the base of pronotum distinctly bordered (the edge is 
interrupted in the middle in 4. asphaltinus Kolenati, 1846 and in A. corvinus 
Erichson, 1848), clypeus rounded at sides and elytral surface totally bright 
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Fig. 2 - Aphodius (Parammoecius) interfinius n.sp., holotypus 3: ephipharynx. 


0,5 mm 


4 S. ZIANI 


(clypeus clearly angular and elytra at least apically opaque in A. gibbus Germar, 
1817 and in A. pyrenaeus du Val & Fairmaire, 1859). 


Figs. 3-4 - Aphodius (Parammoecius) interfinius n.sp., holotypus 6: aedeagus in dorsal (3) 
and lateral (4) view. 


Moreover, in the new taxa the front angles of pronotum are largely 
rounded (distinct, protruding and sharp with bent top, in 4. osseticus Iablokov- 
Khnzorian, 1972) and, finally, head is without carina, pronotum has no 
protuberance and elytral striae are not deeply impressed, while head brings 
a distinct carina, pronotum has a rounded protuberance on the middle and 
elytral striae are strong, with deep strial punctuation in A. amanicus Stebnicka, 
1978. 
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The other species included in the subgenus Parammoecius by M. DELLACASA 
(1987), A. yamato Nakane, 1960, belongs, according to MASUMOTO, DELLACASA 
& KIUCHI (1990), to the subgenus Ammoecius Mulsant, 1842. 

Anyhow, a thorough systematic study of the Anatolian taxa of the subgenus 
Parammoecius is, at present, impossible because the types of A. amanicus and 
A. osseticus are not available. 
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ABSTRACT 


Aphodius (Parammoecius) interfinius n.sp., from North Eastern Anatolia (type locality: Cam 
Pass, between Artvin prov. and Kars prov.), is herein described. The new species appears to be 
clearly distinct from the other species belonging to the subgenus Parammoecius Seiditz, 1891. 
Original drawings of habitus, male genitalia and epipharynx of the new species are given. 


RIASSUNTO 


Una nuova specie di Aphodius III. del sottogenere Parammoecius Seidl. dell’Anatolia nord- 
orientale: A. (P.) interfinius n.sp. (Coleoptera, Scarabaeoidea: Aphodiidae). 

Viene descritto Aphodius (Parammoecius) interfinius, una nuova specie dell’ Anatolia nord- 
orientale (localita tipica: Passo Cam, tra i Vilayet di Artvin e Kars). La nuova entita, di cui sono 
figurati habitus, edeago ed epifaringe, € chiaramente distinta da tutti gli altri taxa appartenenti al 
sottogenere Parammoecius Seidlitz, 1891. 


